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[23:35:03] LEMON: President Trump's EPA rolling back Obama-era clean air protection. Up next, we're 

going to talk about the potential impact on air quality.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

LEMON: The Trump administration today killing President Obama's signature climate emergency policy, 

the Clean Power Plan, and enacting its own plan which EPA is calling the Affordable Clean Energy rule.

Let's discuss now with Jody Freeman, who served as counselor for Energy and Climate in the Obama 

administration. 

Jody, it is good to have you on. Thank you so much.

[23:40:00] So tell us specifically what the Trump administration's Affordable Clean Energy rule will do.

JODY FREEMAN, HARVARD LAW PROFESSOR, FORMER COUNSELOR FOR ENERGY AND 

CLIMATE CHANGE UNDER PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA: Right. So, here's the way I think about it, 

Don. I think it's the most significant environmental rollback in U.S. history, and the reason I say that is that 

it's a dramatic reversal of the policies that the Obama administration put in place to try to make progress on 

cutting greenhouse gasses, to do something about the problem of climate change.

The rule the Trump administration put out is basically a proposal that is trying to do as little as possible. It's 

about as meek as possible in terms of what it's asking for from the electricity sector. So whereas the Obama 

Clean Power Plan would have cut CO2 emissions almost 20 percent below what the market would do 

anyway, the Trump proposal proposes to do less than one percent cutting CO2 emissions.

So, you can see that they're really trying to accomplish about as little as they can with this reversal.



LEMON: Could this policy actually increase greenhouse gas emissions? 

FREEMAN: Yeah, it's interesting you ask that because even using the projections that the Trump 

administration itself is making, it's actually possible that this will wind up increasing greenhouse gas 

emissions. And the reason that could happen is that they're pairing their proposal with another policy, which 

they're going to finalize a little bit later, and that will allow coal plants, the oldest, dirtiest coal fired power 

plants in the country to actually extend their lives and to upgrade to update so that they can run more and 

run longer without putting pollution controls on.

So if you think about that and if you think about actually extending the life of coal plants and you create a 

rule that asks them to improve only the tiniest amount imaginable, you actually can wind up blowing up the 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

LEMON: You know, in his re-election kickoff speech, President Trump made this claim. Watch this, Jody.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

DONALD TRUMP, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: Our air and water are the cleanest they've 

ever been by far.

(END VIDEO CLIP)

LEMON: Facts first. I want to give you a fact check. U.S. air quality is now worsening after a prolonged 

period of improvement, according to statistics from the American Lung Association. Is this administration 

in flat-out denial about climate crisis?

FREEMAN: Yeah. I think there are two things going on. One is that, you know, our clean air and clean 

water laws are really a model for the world, and we should be very proud of them. The problem is this 

administration is not doing anything to try to use them. And the second thing I'd say is that the 

administration has made a point of unraveling every piece of the Obama administration's climate agenda 

and replacing it with absolutely nothing.



So what's clear here is they want to freeze everything the Obama administration did. They want to freeze 

fuel efficiency standards, which was a landmark policy that the Obama administration put in place. And 

now they're proposing a so-called Clean Power Replacement Plan that actually doesn't clean up the 

electricity sector, and they've announced a withdrawal from the international climate agreement, the Paris 

Accord.

So you couldn't do more to unravel what the Obama folks did to put us on a pathway to cutting our 

emissions. And that's, of course, going in exactly the wrong direction --

(CROSSTALK)

LEMON: Go on. Sorry

FREEMAN: Well, it's going in the wrong direction because if you look at all the scientific reports, all the 

recent studies, in fact the Trump administration's own agencies put out the National Climate Assessment 

just recently in 2018 and his own agencies, including the Department of Defense, the Department of 

Commerce, the Department of Energy, not just the EPA, they all put out a report saying that climate change 

is not only real but it's happening now, that the evidence is unequivocal, and that this is going to be very 

expensive for the U.S. economy if we don't start reducing emissions now.

And the president's response to his own government's report was to say, "I don't believe it." So this is the 

level of denial that we're dealing with.

LEMON: Jody Freeman, thank you so much. I appreciate it.

FREEMAN: Thank you.

LEMON: The president's 2020 campaign sure sounds a lot like 2016, but this time his party is fully 

embracing his angry rhetoric.




